Primary scattered multifocal melanocytomas in spinal canal mimicking neurofibromatosis.
Meningeal melanocytoma is an extremely rare pigmented tumor derived from leptomeningeal melanocytes. By and large, it is considered to be a well-differentiated and slow-growing benign lesion. Generally, meningeal melanocytomas are solitary lesions, and the occurrence of the primary multifocal form in the central nervous system is exceedingly rare; it has been previously reported in only six cases. The present report illustrates a 41-year-old woman with primary multifocal meningeal melanocytoma in the spinal canal. Contrary to earlier reports, the tumors presented with a scattered appearance mimicking neurofibromatosis. This study is a case report and review of literature. On admission, the cerebral magnetic resonance images of the patient were normal, whereas the spinal magnetic resonance images showed scattered multifocal nodules mimicking neurofibromatosis. Surgical resection of the responsible lesions was scheduled. In addition to this case presentation, relevant previous reports were reviewed, and the challenging diagnosis, management, and prognosis of meningeal melanocytoma are discussed. Gross total resection of the two largest lesions was achieved, and histopathological examinations confirmed the diagnosis. Despite the benign histopathological findings, the patient had an aggressive clinical course. On follow-up at 18 months after surgery, she succumbed to the disease. Clinicians should be alert to a potential aggressive clinical course of meningeal melanocytoma, despite its benign histopathological nature. Of particular note is multifocality and diffuse leptomeningeal hyperpigmentation, which may suggest a poor prognosis. A combined treatment including surgical resection and adjuvant radiotherapy should be considered, and long-term close follow-up is necessary.